


1. COP26: Goal vs Outcome
2. IPCC: Global Warming of 1.5°C
3. Climate Emergency & Net Zero
4. Cost of Net Zero
4. Climate fear vs economic fear
5. European energy crisis
6. Issue Attention Cycle
7. Alternative policy 



COP26: ‘The last chance’
• Every year, the annual UN climate 

conference heralds two weeks of 
intergovernmental pantomime.



COP26: The US-UK goal



COP26: Goal vs final outcome



IPCC: Global Warming of 1.5°C

Under the Paris climate agreement, nations set 
a goal of limiting global warming to 2°C with 
ambitions of a limit of 1.5°C of warming. 

The UN asked the IPCC to estimate what it 
would take to limit warming to 1.5°C.

Staying at or below 1.5°C requires cutting 
global greenhouse gas emissions 45 percent 
below 2010 levels by 2030 and reaching net 
zero by 2050.



IPCC’s ‘carbon budget’ to limit global warming to 
1.5°C



Global CO2 emissions: Reality vs utopia



Global carbon budget vs global energy demand



From IPCC carbon budget to ‘12 years to save Earth’



From IPCC carbon budget to climate emergency





Europe’s green energy crisis



The price of Europe’s 
fracking ban



A proposal by the EU Commission to bring 
nuclear power and natural gas into the bloc's 
green finance taxonomy is almost certain to 
be agreed. 



Climate fears meet economic fears



Entering a new phase of the ‘Issue Attention Cycle’?

The 5 stage of the Issue Attention cycle

1 The Pre-Problem Stage

2 Alarmed discovery and euphoric enthusiasm

3 Realising the cost of policies

4 Gradual decline of intense public interest

5 The post-problem stage

Anthony Downs (1972) Up and down with ecology—the 
"issue-attention cycle"



British taxpayers oppose every option to 
help fund the government's promise to 
reach net zero greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050, a Sky Data poll shows.  - Sky 
News, Jun 2019







The cost of Net Zero







Parliamentary Net Zero Scrutiny Group

"With about 40 MPs involved, the Net Zero 
Scrutiny Group is large enough to cause a 
headache for the government.... The NZSG 
wants to put forward its side of the 
argument in the media and in parliament 
and – following the example of the ERG 
and others before it, eventually become 
enough of a pain for the government that 
ministers start listening to it." -- Charlotte 
Ivers, The Times, 21 October 2021







‘A realistic alternative that reduces CO2 emissions 
without inflicting astronomical costs on consumers’

The Government’s Net Zero plans are dangerously 
expensive and will result in painful reductions in 
living standards for all but the richest, as well as 
national weakness, societal instability and the 
eventual failure of the decarbonisation effort.

The proposal envisages a Gas to Gas-Nuclear system, 
unwinding the extreme costs of the failing 
renewables fleets, delivering immediate consumer 
relief and a rapid program of low-carbon Combined 
Cycle Gas Turbine construction on existing sites, 
leading to a new generation of nuclear employing 
Small Modular Reactors.


